
 

Critical Vocabulary Jingles 

 
  
Locate:  
Locate and uncover  
New things you discover 
 

Organize: 
Organize, arrange, get it done! 
This makes time to have more 
fun! 
 

Refer: 
Refer is to mention 
Information for attention. 
 

Retell: 
Retell means to repeat or recite; 
Tell it again and do it right! 
 

Suggest: 
Recommend, put forth, suggest; 
Propose ideas that are the best. 
 

Summarize/Paraphrase: 
Summarize and make it shorter;  
Just the facts, like a reporter. 
 

Paraphrase: 
Paraphrase what authors say. 
Make it easy--say it your way. 
 

Support: 
Support! Support! Strengthen 
what you say. 
Hold up your thoughts in another 
way. 
 

Synthesize: 
To synthesize is to become the 
creator 
Of a product that is even greater! 
 

Trace: 
Trace the steps from the start. 
Follow it, outline it, part by part! 
 

Alliteration: 
Alliteration allows a sound 
To actually astound! 
 

Analogy: 
A is to B as C is to D; 
I can make an a-nal-o-gy! 
 

Argument: 
Let's argue! Let's argue! But I 
don't want to fight. 
I will find the facts to prove that I 
am right! 
 
Central Idea/Main Idea: 
What's the big idea you will find 
next? 
The author's key point of his 
text! 
 
Conclusions: 
If you jump to a conclusion, 
You may cause some confusion. 
 
Connections: 
Make a connection; make a link. 
Use your head and think, think, 
think! 
 
Connotative Language: 
Connotative meanings deal with 
emotion. 
Word choice can be a powerful 
potion! 
 
Figurative Language: 
Simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, 
idiom. 
Figurative language makes 
learning fun! 
 
Details/Key Details: 
A detail is a fact 
That keeps you right on track! 
 
Evidence: 
E-vi-dence is simply proof. 
Without it,  you may goof! 
 
Illustrations: 
Illustrations add to the reading-- 
Important info you'll be needing! 
 
Metaphor: 
A metaphor makes two things 
the same 
By giving one the other's name! 
 

Simile: 
Use similes to compare; 
Be sure like or as is always there. 
 
Point of View: 
Is it in first, second, or third? 
How did the author want to be 
heard? 
 
Rhetoric: 
You will do what I say 
If I write in a rhetorical way! 
 
Stanza: 
A stanza is a room 
Where poetry can bloom! 
 
Structure: 
The structure of a text 
Helps you know what will come 
next! 
 
Theme: 
Theme is the message you will 
find 
Woven by the author through 
your mind. 
 
Tone & Mood: 
Tone is in the author's head. 
Mood is my feelings as I read! 
 
Classify/Categorize: 
no jingle 
 
Explicitly: 
Write explicitly--be very clear. 
To the rules you will adhere! 
 
Recognize: 
Recognize is something that I 
know; 
I can spot it and make it show! 
 
Recount: 
Recount, relate, relate. 
Explain it play by play! 


