Winter Count

Many Native American tribes recall at year’s end the important happenings, both good and bad, of the past 12 months:  birth, death, important hunts, natural disasters/events, personal accomplishments, community successes, marriages, victories, etc.  Because most tribes had no written language, however, these events were often recorded in picture form on stretched out hides. The pictures told the story of that year’s history.  This practice of reflecting was one way in which a tribe’s history was passed from generation to generation.

In this assignment you will create your own Winter Count for the past year and put it together in half or quarter page form that Mrs. Tomasetti has showed you in class.  Instead of focusing on pictures, we will use words to tell our personal histories for the past year.  Pictures will be used to further express the events you have already told in writing. Your assignment will include the following major components:  
· a title 
· Choose 5 events from 2012 and explain each
· What happened?

· Who was involved?

· Why was this important to you?
· a list of 5 predictions for 2013
· a list of 4 predictions for the 21st century (next 100 years)
· a list of 3 predictions for the millennium (next 1000 years)
· 5 personal goals for improvement
· an Author’s Note about you
PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE:

Christmas in LA (TITLE)

While Christmas for the Molatore family typically consists of lazy days and eating mounds of food, this Christmas, the Molatore family went to Los Angeles, CA to visit my brother.  (TOPIC SENTENCE)  Instead of lazy days we went to Great America and rode roller coasters on Christmas Eve.  (Supporting Detail) We also went shopping and saw the famous sights of LA.(S.D.)  As for the traditional mounds of food, well my brother was doing the cooking. (S.D.)  There was still plenty of food, I just wasn’t eating much of it due to the fact that it was frequently under or over cooked.(S.D.)  My family’s non-traditional Christmas will always be remembered, and I think we will all agree that next year someone else should do the cooking. (Conclusion Sentence)
PREDICTION EXAMPLES:


· I predict that I will take a trip somewhere outside of the country (coming year prediction).

· I predict that in the 21st century students will have “bio-ports” installed in the back of their heads for the teachers to easily download homework assignments and other important data (21st century prediction).

· I predict that there will be world peace in the new millennium (millennium prediction).
PERSONAL GOAL EXAMPLES:
· I will strive to improve myself by reading more with a goal of 1 novel per month.

· I will exercise at least three times/week to improve my health and overall attitude.

· I will write a letter or speak a word of encouragement to someone to brighten his or her day each week. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE EXAMPLE:
Mrs. Tomasetti is an 8th grade LA/SS teacher at Liberty Mid School in Camas, Washington.  She was born in Portland, OR and raised in Vancouver, WA. She has one brother. She and her husband enjoy traveling and spending time with their two children, leaving their three cats, MacCrimmon, Ellie, and MacLeod, and Sal, the turtle, with relatives. In her free time, Mrs. Tomasetti enjoys reading, traveling, and playing soccer.
Winter Count Rubric

Name:  _______________________________________________  Date:  ___________________
Use this rubric as a guide to success on this assignment.  Prior to turning in your completed work, check to see that you’ve included all that you need.

	MAJOR CONTENT CRITERIA
	Student Check

	The student includes a detailed cover with a title.
	

	The student includes a descriptive paragraph and title for at least 5 Winter Count events.  There is clear use of a topic sentence, supporting details, and clincher sentence. 
	

	The student includes 5 predictions for the coming year.
	

	The student includes 4 predictions for the 21st century.
	

	The student includes 3 predictions for the new millennium.  
	

	The student includes 5 personal goals for the upcoming year.
	

	The student includes an author’s note page on the author of the book.
	

	The student includes 5 or more pictures to represent themselves. (extra)
	

	The student presents their final product in a booklet format.
	

	ON TASK / DEPTH CRITERIA
	Student Check

	The student has used class time well in working towards completion of this assignment
	

	The student has attempted to move beyond a mere surface or literal interpretation of the project?
	


	GRADING CRITERIA
	Teacher Score

	Ideas: Student captures the MAIN ideas of the overall assignment and each event using relevant SUPPORTING DETAILS regarding people, places, and times of events. The student examines and understands major ideas, themes, developments, turning points, chronology, and cause-and-effect relationships in a personal chronology.
	5 points

	Organization: Student completes all entries in the Winter Count. Intended voice is

appropriate for task and audience. Entries demonstrate a CLEAR and CONCISE style of writing.  Work  is ORGANIZED both logically and chronologically. The students uses paragraphs when appropriate with clear topic sentences, supporting details, transition words and phrases, and clinching sentences.  Work  demonstrates effort and attention to neatness and detail on the student’s part.
	5 points

	Depth: Student demonstrates a mature understanding of the concept of prediction that moves

BEYOND a surface or literal interpretation of the events. Winter Count displays a successful attempt on the student’s part to ANAYLYZE, SYNTHESIZE and EVALUATE events in a chronology.
	5 points

	Content: Student completes requirements listed above on student check.
	10 points
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